Cross River Rail to transform Brisbane

Mark LisBlow

The man in o of building Bris
bane’s biggest §

the 554 billlon Cross Rbver Rall, has
3id hie has learmt the essons from the
Iinfrastructune delivery ol big rail pro-
jocts in Sy dney and Malbourne and will
dieliver iton time and on budget.

Cross River Radl chiefl executive
Graeme Mewiton, the former boss of the
12 hillion Queenskand Reconsirsction
Authority, which helped rebuild the
state after namral diszsters, safd the
major delivery of contracts for the
10.2-kdbomeire rail duplication would
o Bociond im by mibd- 2005,

Affter a decade of uncertainty under
sucossive  Sale  poevernments  over
whether the project would proceed -
and who woiald pay for it- Mr Newton
wrants tofocus on the fumre for the pro-
ject T sanys wiill ransform Brisbane,

Thee Cross River Radl will provide a
crucial underground rver crossing -
35 metres belew the surface — and is
aiming © unblock e commuter
bottle-neck i a city that is almost mone
renawnied for it sporadic development
than its brown snalke- ke river.

“Cross River Fadl i abouwt the context
of the city and its development. It will
help mrbo-charpe other developments
in the city. By 2025, the whole foe of
Brisbane will have changed,” Mr Now-
ton todd The Awstraban Finanda
Review. “People were sl a lime bt

in o bid o clear traffic.

The three major contracts
are expected to be finalised
carly next year,

sceptical about this project last year
and this time last year we had an elec-
thon campaign and & was only the
second Last day of the campakgn when
the [Liberal Natlonal Party] Opposition
sadd they would proceed with the pro-
Jeat subject 1o iming. but now we ane
{peruing o the front foot and industry is
behind us.”

Cross River Rail is part of a $15 billion
infrastructune boom in Brishane over
the pext five years that includes Star
Enterminment  Group's $2  billion
Queen's Whar! integraced resort and
casinn, e Howard Smith wiharves
redevelopment and Brishane’s new
WY,

The Palaszczuk Labor government is
T oy st thee Cross River Radl pro-
Ject o undertake redevelopment in
Woolloongabba in Brishane’s south,
near the famous Gabba sporting
ground, and the gye-sone Roms SIroee
transit centre, which they are hoping o
m o a 1700050 ervertainament

Grasernae Miwton wants £0 focus on the project’s future. PHOTO BOBIRT SMAKESPLARD

stadium. The Brishane City Council's
$9:44 milion Metro project will also
lirik with the Cross Biver Radl,

The state Labor government waited
for years for the federal government (o
step up o contribute funding te pro-
jeset, which will also be delivercd in pare
as a public-privaie partnership. After
argy-bargy with the federal Coalithon
povernment, the Palasacruk govern-
ment finally bt the bullet ks year and
announced itwould fund it on its own.

Treasurer Jackie Trad has commit-
ted S2A billion over the next four years
1o Cross Rivier Fadl, wiith the remexining

T o froem e private Soor xswell
a5 povernment conmributons. Federal
Opposition Leader Bill Shoften has
abso committed 3 futere Labor povern-
et 1o 5224 billion,

The three major conracts for the
Cross River Rail inchete the Tanne,
Saations and Development public-
private partnership (which is essen
dally the greenficld tunnets and the
stations), the Rail, Integration and Sys-
tems allance (connecting into the
existing Rail metwork)
and the $634 million European Train
Control  Systemn project.  They  are

exxpeected o be finalised early next year.
The three main consoriums short-
listed for the mnnel constraction
inchude 3 OIMIC Group-léd consanium
called Pulse (which includes Pacific
Parmerships, COPB Coniraciors, UGL,
BAM, Ghella and INF), the Qomnect
group of QIC, Capella Capiral,
Lendlease, John Holland and Bouaygues
as well as the Cenri) Parmerships
mrl.snrtmnd'ﬁmiryﬂiwp Acciona,
Construction,

5 Enginéering and
Sd]rulmmghandﬁpnthssﬂmup.

With big consortiums akso imvobed
in Sydney and Melbourne Metro pro-
jects Mr Mewton was initially worried
about whether the depth of takent in
bidkding teams would soretch to Bris-
Ibane's Cross River Rail.

But with bid neams of mone than 150
poophe, Mr Newton i confident thelr
expertise will delver 3 project that will
learn the kessons from their southemn
neighbours, including problems with
Sydney's trouble-ridden Bght mail pro-
Ject He said there would be 3 much
more “engaged and ineractive pro-
oess” with bidders o avold problems
dowm he rack. “You do hawe 3 defres
of trepidation because of what's hap-
peming in Sydney and Melboume, buat

there has been a ot of i
with bidders. Normally in a ﬂ of
thrée you do have one who is not cut-
ting the mustard, but we ane happy
with all three. There is a strong appetioe
for this project,” he sid.



